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By RussELL HUBBARD 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 
Omaha, Warren Buffett and 


Berkshire Hathaway are synony- 
mous — hard to imagine any one 


FIRST IN THE WORLD-HERALD 


Omaha without Berkshire? 


of them without the other two. 
But now that 87-year-old Chair- 


Move seen as unlikely, 
though Buffett's potential 
successors lack ties here 


man and Chief Executive Buffett 
has named potential successors 
with no ties to Omaha, does it mean 
that once he relinquishes the reins, 
one of Wall Street’s most valuable 
companies will continue to be 
based 1,200 miles from Wall Street? 

People who follow the compa- 
ny closely say change is unlikely, 
even after Wednesday’s appoint- 


NEW BH ENERGY CEO NAMED 


William Fehrman is one of two Omaha 


natives moving up in the company. Page 4A 


Thousands of shareholders flock to Omaha 


every year to attend the annual Berkshire 


Hathaway meeting. The meetings are one of 
the perks of having the headquarters here. 


ments of longtime Berkshire lieu- 
tenants Ajit Jain and Greg Abel as 
corporate vice chairmen and their 
election to the board of directors. 
“Omaha seems to be Berkshire’s 
permanent home,” said Lawrence 
Cunningham, a law professor at 
George Washington University 


and author of The Essays of War- 
ren Buffett: Lessons for Corporate 
America. “The town and the com- 
pany share so much history and 
culture, and I think Greg and Ajit 
both understand that, as does the 
board, obviously, which would be 
making any decisions about that.” 

Buffett himself has said the next 


See Berkshire: Page 4 
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IMMIGRATION 


Trump rejects bipartisan 
deal, reportedly uses slur 


White House doesn’t deny 
vulgarity, which revived 


accusations of racism 


TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU 


WASHINGTON — As he re- 
jected a bipartisan compromise 
Thursday to resolve the standoff 
over so-called Dreamers, Presi- 
dent Donald Trump asked partic- 
ipants in an Oval Office meeting 
why the U.S. should accept immi- 
grants from “shithole countries,” 
according to three people briefed 
on the meeting. 

While cruder and blunter than 
his past public statements, the pres- 
ident’s comments were in keeping 


with his long-standing position. 

The president believes that the 
U.S. should shift its immigration 
policy away from poorer, develop- 
ing countries and instead focus on 
carefully selecting educated im- 
migrants, especially from Europe, 
who can already speak English 
and have professional or technical 
skills needed in the U.S. 

Asked about the president’s use 
of the slur, the White House did not 
deny it but issued a statement say- 
ing Trump would “always fight for 
the American people.” 

The exchange came during a 
meeting intended to present the 
White House with a bipartisan 
compromise to help resolve the 
standoff over immigration. 


See Immigration: Page 2 
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LUE ON RED PLANET 


A sheet of underground ice, appearing bright blue in this enhanced- 


color image from NASA, is exposed on a steep Martian slope. 


Scientists say the ice could be a water source. Story on Page 4A 


NASA 


TRUMP POLICY SHIFT 


States can 
require work 


for some on 
Medicaid 


Nebraska, Iowa not among 
10 states that asked for the 
insurance program waiver 


WASHINGTON (AP) — In a ma- 
jor policy shift that could affect 
millions of people, the Trump ad- 
ministration said Thursday that it 
is offering a path for states that 
want to launch work requirements 
for Medicaid recipients. 

Seema Verma, head of the Cen- 
ters for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services, said work and commu- 
nity involvement can make a pos- 
itive difference in people’s lives 
and in their health. 

Verma said the Trump adminis- 
tration was responding to requests 
from Medicaid officials in 10 states 
that wanted to test requirements 
for work or other types of commu- 
nity involvement such as job train- 
ing, attending school, searching for 
a job, volunteering and caregiving. 

The plans are expected to face 
strong political opposition and 
even legal challenges over con- 
cerns that people would lose cov- 
erage. 

Neither Nebraska nor Iowa is 
among the 10 states. 

Taylor Gage, a spokesman for Ne- 
braska Gov. Pete Ricketts, said the 
policy change was aimed largely at 
states that expanded their Medicaid 
programs to cover more low-in- 
come, nondisabled adults. Ricketts 
and his predecessor, Dave Heine- 
man, have staved off every attempt 


See Medicaid: Page 2 


Gene editing is 
advancing fast, 
and it’s time to 
talk about ethics 


In a few short 
years, the parents 
of a newborn will 
know the baby’s 
full genome — ev- 
ery last secret bur- 


eal ied in the bawling 
kid’s genetic code. 
And in a few 
COLUMNIST 


years, we will be 
good enough to reli- 
ably edit that genetic code, says one 
of Nebraska’s foremost scientists. 

We may genetically rid that 
baby of Hunter syndrome. We may 
make her less likely to develop 
Alzheimer’s later in life. 

We also will have the gene ed- 
iting tools to make her taller. Or 
stronger. Or smarter. 

“Our technology is evolving much 
faster than our society’s ethical 
norms,” says Dr. Karoly Mirnics, 
“It’s time to ask a question. Are we 
running into a brave new world with- 
out knowing where we are running, 
or why we are running, or how?” 

Mirnics runs the Munroe-Mey- 
er Institute for Genetics and Re- 
habilitation at the University of 
Nebraska Medical Center. He’s a 


See Hansen: Page 2 


In this Sunday’s World-Herald: 
Gene therapy achievements in 2017 


‘The Post’ is right on deadline 


Film is timely, our critic writes, 
maybe insistently so. Living 
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Tim Miles gets serious 


His best team has a big opportunity, 
Tom Shatel writes. Sports 


TM 66 


We should've done 


it years ago! $9 


-Paul 


Register for one of our 
FREE Estate Planning 
Workshops! See our ad in 
Midlands for dates and times. 


Brace for plummeting temps 


Weekend will bring single-digit highs 
and negative wind chills. Midlands 


Omaha forecast 
High: 16 Low: 3 Classifieds 
Chance of snow Comics.... 
Details: Page 6B Obituaries... 
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